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Group Art Unit: 3754 



Filed: February 2, 2004 



Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 



Title: BI-LEAVED VALVE 
APPARATUS 



PETITION FOR EXPUNGEMENT OF INFORMATION 
OR COPY OF PAPERS IN APPLICATION FILE 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. section 1.59 and the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure 
sections 724.02 and 724.05, Spee-Dee Packaging Machinery, Inc., the Petitioner and Assignee, 
(the "Petitioner"), requests that the Technology Center Director grant this Petition to Expunge 
Information or Copy of Papers in Application File at the close of prosecution on the merits. 

1 . Contemporaneously with the submission of this Petition, Petitioner submits a two- 
page document, including drawings of a valve apparatus for controlling bulk material flow. The 
two-page document is located in the enclosed sealed enveloped labeled "PROPRIETARY 
MATERIAL NOT OPEN TO PUBLIC. TO BE OPENED ONLY BY EXAMINER OR OTHER 
AUTHORIZED U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK EMPLOYEE." Also separately filed, 
Petitioner submits a Supplementary Information Disclosure Citation and an Information 
Disclosure Statement for Proprietary Documents, each including disclosure of the two-page 
document. 

2. Upon information and belief, the aforementioned documents are owned by a party 
other than Petitioner ("Owner"). Petitioner became aware of the existence of these documents 
when the Owner of the documents voluntarily provided a copy of said documents to Petitioner. 
Owner's transmission of the documents to Petitioner was not provided for the purposes of this 
patent prosecution. 
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3. Petitioner has no direct personal knowledge as to the authenticity of the documents or 
whether they constitute prior art to the above-identified patent application. However, to ensure 
compliance with the duty of disclosure, Petitioner believes it is constrained to provide this 
information to the Office. See 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56(c), 1.555. See also MPEP §§ 724, 2001. 

4. Upon information and belief, the enclosed documents are private and have not 
otherwise been made public (the "Proprietary Documents"). 

5. Because the enclosed documents might include proprietary information of Owner, 
Petitioner believes it would be appropriate to expunge such documents. 

6. Petitioner is committed to retain the Proprietary Documents for the period of any 
patent which might issue with regard to which the documents are submitted. 

7. Petitioner, the party in interest, submits this Petition for Expungement and also 
submits the Proprietary Documents concurrently with the Petition for Expungement. The 
Petition will be acted upon at the conclusion of prosecution on the merits. 
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The Commissioner is authorized to debit deposit account 10-0270 for the full amount of 
any fee which may be due in connection with this Request for Expungement under 37 C.F.R. 
sections 1 .17(h) or (i). Kindly notify the undersigned of the amount the deposit account is 
debited. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Jansson, Shupe & Munger, Ltd. 
245 Main Street 
Racine, WI 53403-1034 
(262) 632-6900 

Attorney Docket No. SPD-101US 
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Jansson, Shupe & Munger, Ltd. 
245 Main Street 
Racine, WI 53403-1034 
May 9, 2005 

MAIL STOP DD 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
FOR PROPRIETARY DOCUMENTS 

Attached is a completed Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) form and a copy of each 

document listed thereon. The statement is believed to be timely filed pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 

§ 1.97(b)(3) because, as far as Applicant is aware, the first office action has not yet been mailed. 

Applicant submits the identified documents for consideration under the Manual of Patent 

Examining Procedure section 724. 
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Consideration of each such document by the Director is respectfully requested. Pursuant 
to section 609 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, the Director is requested to return 
an initialed copy of such PTO-1449 form with the next communication, to indicate that such 
documents have been considered. 

Applicant wishes to provide comments with respect to certain of the accompanying 
references as follows: 

The materials listed on the IDS are the subject of a Petition for Expungement of 
Information or Copy of Papers in Application File that has been concurrently filed by Petitioner 
and Assignee, Spee-Dee Machinery Packaging, Inc. There are two documents, labeled 
"PROPRIETARY DOCUMENT 1 OF 2" and "PROPRIETARY DOCUMENT 2 OF 2." Upon 
information and belief, each of the documents is private and has not otherwise been made public. 
On the back of each document is located a label containing the application number, filing date, 
title of invention, and group art unit number for the above-identified patent application for which 
the Proprietary Documents are submitted. Neither document is dated or titled. Please initial and 
return the Form 1449 to reflect that the document has been considered. 

This submission is not a representation that any such document is prior art to this 
application; the right to establish otherwise, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.131 or otherwise, is 
reserved. 

The listed documents are not represented to be material to the examination of this 
application; such documents are cited, however, to make it clear beyond any doubt that there has 
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been compliance with the Duty of Disclosure. Applicant does not concede each item cited is 
relevant but the items are cited to show the general background of the art. 



Attorneys for Applicant: 

Jansson, Shupe & Munger, Ltd. 
245 Main Street, Suite M 
Racine, WI 53403-1034 
Telephone: 262/632-6900 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail, with sufficient 
postage, in an envelope addressed to: MAIL STOP DD, COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, P.O. BOX 1450, ALEXANDRIA, 
VA 223 13-1450 on May 9, 2005. 



Respectfully submitted, 




CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



Name 



John E. Munger 




